
valid and reliable third-party assessments 
that evaluate industry-based standards. 
Beginning with eight eareer pathways, 
Subjeet Matter Expert (SME) Panels were 
established to engage in a proeess of iden- 
tifying or developing appropriate teehni- 
eal assessments. Expert panels ineluded 
four to six representatives from seeondary 
and postseeondary edueation, business 
and industry and CTE administration. 
Team members aeeomplished these tasks 
over four work sessions. 

The hrst step was for the panels to 
identify existing assessments eorrespond- 
ing to the eareer pathway. The panels 
were eharged with researehing and evalu- 
ating eurrent assessments, ensuring that 
exams were valid and reliable, and using 
43 eriteria to determine exams’ usability. 
Some of the eriteria ineluded: 

• Is the assessment based on a set of 
industry eompeteneies or eredential- 
ing standards? 

• What pereentage of the eompeteneies 
on the assessment aligns with Geor- 
gia Performanee Standards (GPS)? 

• Are tests eurrent and is there a 
revision sehedule? 

• Are there appropriate testing 
seeurity proeedures in plaee? 

• Are there appropriate aeeommoda- 
tions for speeial populations? 

• Gan the test be administered online 
and through paper eopies? 

• Gan the testing organization provide 
aeeurate feedbaek regarding perfor- 
manee for loeal and state reporting? 

• Is the exam reasonably prieed? 

The hnal step was for the panel to 
review information gathered and ehoose 
to use an existing assessment in its eur- 
rent form or to modify it to better align 
with GPS. After an extensive evaluation 
proeess, SME panels identihed eight end- 
of-pathway assessments for Phase I Gareer 
Pathways. Pilot testing for this hrst set of 
pathway assessments will be undertaken 
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in January 2009. Exams will be offered in 
an online, multiple- ehoiee format and will 
typieally be 90 minutes in length. The 
proeess used for the hrst eight pathways 
also began again in the fall of 2008 with 
another set of 10 pathways. The formation 
of expert panels, researeh into existing 
assessments, identiheation of appropriate 
assessments and assessment piloting will 
be repeated eaeh year to ensure eomplete 
eoverage of all 54 of Georgia’s eareer 
pathways within hve years. 

Exams will be administered to 
pathway eompleters, whieh are those 
students who eomplete three designated 
eourses within a eareer pathway. Eoeal 
GTAE administrators will work with 
instruetors to identify eligible students. 
Georgia’s GTAE Resouree Network, a 
elearinghouse whieh supports a variety of 
eurrieulum, assessment and professional 
development aetivities, will assist state 
personnel with test faeilitation aetivities at 
the loeal level. The network will provide 
proetor training, aeeess to online test- 
ing proeedures, and a means of issuing 


and traeking eertiheates and lieensures 
obtained by students. 

While it is estimated that less than 1 
pereent of the state’s GTE students will 
take teehnieal skill assessments during 
the 2008-2009 sehool year, this number 
will inerease as additional assessments are 
identihed or developed. Hanson empha- 
sized that the state hopes to offer students 
national eertiheations in as many areas as 
possible to inerease the value of partieipa- 
tion. Where those national eertiheations 
are not available, state eertiheations with 
industry endorsements will be developed. 
This will ensure that the skills students 
gain in Georgia’s GTE programs will be 
elearly reeognized and valued by employ- 
ers aeross the state, whieh is one of the 
most important goals of any assessment 
system. D 

See this month's Research Report on page 52 
for a comprehensive look at the progress that 
states are making in developing secondary 
CTE standards systems. 



High School Child Development Courses 

Provide a Valuable Apprenticeship 


PARENTING INSTRUQION, 
A RESPONSIBILITY THAT HAD 
PREVIOUSLY RESTED IN THE 
HOME, HAS BECOME 


T he current media are 

LADEN WITH REPORTS OF 
THE MANY SIGNIFICANT 
PROBLEMS FACING TODAY'S 
YOUTH. In fact, parenting has become 
a national topic of discussion. Today’s 


teachers in 2000 and 2001. Of the 86 
teachers who reported that child devel- 
opment classes were offered, 72 percent 
indicated that the course was delivered 
using a combination of didactic instruc- 
tion and supervised interaction with 


PART OF EDUCATIONAL 


parents are inundated with adviee on 
how to address, intervene and prevent 


presehool ehildren in a ehild development 
laboratory. Seventy-four pereent of these 


CURRICULA. 


various problems and how to intervene 


laboratory experienees take plaee in the 


effeetively, if neeessary. Professionals in 


seeondary elassroom. The high sehool 
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numerous helds — ineluding psyehology, 
medieine and religion — have proposed 
tips and strategies. Various human serviee 
ageneies and edueational institutions offer 
workshops and seminars on parenting 
topies. Parenting instruetion, a respon- 
sibility that had previously rested in the 
home, has beeome part of edueational 
eurrieula. 

Gourses in ehild development are 
offered for high sehool students in Penn- 
sylvania as well as in other states. Ghild 
development programs eonsist of eduea- 
tional eourses that provide students with 
the knowledge of the physieal, emotional, 
soeial and intelleetual development of 
ehildren. These programs are intended to 
enhanee knowledge in ehild development, 
ehange behavior when interaeting with 
ehildren, and influenee attitudes toward 
ehild rearing. 

The author visits high sehool pro- 
grams aeross the state of Pennsylvania 
to supervise student teaehers in family 
and eonsumer seienees. She has observed 
mueh diversity in the way ehild devel- 
opment programs are struetured. She 
surveyed 90 Pennsylvania junior and 
senior high sehool ehild development 


students study, design and implement 
age-appropriate learning aetivities to 
explore and understand the development 
of presehool ehildren. 

Learning in the Lab 

A ehild development laboratory provides 
direet experienee with young ehildren. 
Most programs are part-day and ehildren 
are reeruited from the eommunity to 
partieipate. Teaehers have taken eourses 
in early ehildhood eare and development 
as a part of their eertiheation require- 
ments. They are skilled in the use of 
developmentally appropriate praetiees 
and positive guidanee in the presehool 
setting. 

While there is some variation aeross 
sehool distriets, the seeondary students 
typieally reeeives instruetion in these 
eoneepts, as well as in basie ehild develop- 
ment theory and age/stage eharaeteristies 
prior to partieipating in the lab. Dur- 
ing their lab partieipation, the students 
have experienees that frequently inelude 
observing, interaeting with and guiding 
the ehildren as well as planning aetivities, 
preparing the elassroom and evaluating 
the day. The Pennsylvania Department 
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of Education Child Development Labora- 
tory Procedures Guidelines states that the 
mission of a child development laboratory 
is to provide high school students with the 
opportunity to observe and interaet with 
presehool children in a model setting that 
utilizes exemplary practices. Laboratory 
experienees offer high school students 
opportunities from which they can learn 
and discuss real-life concepts related to 
child development. They work under the 
direction and guidance of the classroom 
teacher who models positive interactions 
with the preschool children. High school 
students learn in a manner similar to an 
apprenticeship where they become skilled 
at positive behaviors and also in the 


language of the skill. Lurthermore, high 
school students become aware of what the 
teacher thinks about a task or activity, 
providing the opportunity for students to 
experience a cognitive apprenticeship. 
The teaeher works with students individu- 
ally or in small groups to plan activities, 
sehedules and nutritious snacks for the 
preschoolers. After the preschoolers leave, 
the teacher and students discuss and 
reflect to determine what ehanges need 
to be made for the next session. As the se- 
mester proceeds, the high sehool students 
take on more responsibility for managing 
the preschool. 

Lrom a Vygotskian perspective, this 
is an ideal way for high school students 


to learn. The major theme of Vygotsky’s 
theoretical framework is that social 
interaction plays a fundamental role in 
the development of cognition. A second 
aspect of Vygotsky’s theory is the idea 
that the potential for cognitive develop- 
ment depends upon the “zone of proximal 
development” (ZPD): a level of develop- 
ment attained when ehildren engage in 
social behavior. Lull development of the 
ZPD depends upon full social interaction. 
The range of skill that can be developed 
with adult guidance or peer collabora- 
tion exceeds what can be attained alone. 
Participation in the child development 
laboratory provides a forum for high 
school students to act in adult roles and 
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tie acquired skills and thinking abilities 
to the specihc context in which they will 
likely need them later on in life. 

Conducting the Survey 

The author’s survey ineluded an open- 
ended question asking the teaehers to 
list strengths of the child development 
programs in their schools. The most com- 
mon response referenced the advantages 
of hands-on laboratory experiences with 
presehool children. The high school child 
development laboratories help students 
experience what it means to work. The 
experience presents authentic problems to 
solve and opens the world of career 
options in ehild-related helds. 

One of the advantages listed by sev- 
eral teaehers was an increase in student 
attendance. The high sehool students 
eaeh have responsibilities in the lab. The 


elassroom teaeher, the preschoolers and 
fellow elassmates depend on eaeh student 
to be there and fulhll required duties. The 
students know that their attendance is 
valued and if they miss a elass, someone 
else must do that duty. Some teachers 
require that the high school student assign 
someone to complete the tasks if they are 
absent, mueh like a elassroom teaeher 
must do in the event that he doesn’t come 
to sehool; lesson plans, instructions and 
teaching materials must be available for 
the substitute teacher. 

During one classroom visit, a class- 
room teacher relayed an incident to the 
author. On a day that one high sehool 
student was absent, a preschooler eame 
into the elassroom very excited. She 
had drawn a special picture for the high 
school student and was disappointed 
when she realized that the high sehool 
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student was not there. Upon her return 
to sehool, the high sehool student learned 
that the presehooler was looking for her. 
This helped her to realize that her pres- 
enee was valued. 

Another explanation for the inerease 
in attendanee may simply be that students 
enjoy the hands-on experienee that a lab 
provides. Students look forward to the 
elass beeause it is something that makes 
sense to them, a plaee they ean hnd sue- 
eess as a result of their hard work and 
dedieation. A rise in self-esteem and a 
feeling of purpose were other advantages 
teaehers listed in the survey. 

Lab Experience an Advantage 

In 2005, the author eondueted a study 
eomparing the knowledge of high sehool 
students who eomplete a ehild develop- 
ment semester eourse that eombines 
didaetie instruetion with a ehild devel- 
opment laboratory to the knowledge of 
students who eomplete a non-laboratory, 
didaetie instruetion-only ehild develop- 
ment semester eourse. The experiment 
used a test that was developed for 
the study. 

The subjeets were 540 students from 
10 high sehools in Pennsylvania. Teaehers 
administered the 50-item multiple-ehoiee 
test that is aligned with the Pennsylvania 
Aeademie Standards for Child Develop- 
ment. The laboratory group seored sta- 
tistieally higher than the non-lab group. 
This suggests that a high sehool ehild 
development eurrieulum should inelude 
a laboratory experienee where the high 
sehool students ean apply the theories and 
eoneepts studied in the eourse. Interaeting 
with presehoolers and planning aetivities 
is authentie learning. It is learning that is 
relevant and useful. D 


Interested in exploring this topic 
further? Discuss it with your 
colleagues on the ACTE forums at www. 
acteonline.org/forum.aspx. 



www.octeonline.org 


JANUARY 2009 Techniques 


41 






